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courts in the United States, all courts 
in the United States, are beholden to 
the United States Constitution as the 
supreme law of the land. The supreme 
law of the land is not the World Court 
in the Hague. So that’s the first deci-
sion the Supreme Court’s going to have 
to make; whether or not this is a law-
ful order by the World Court or wheth-
er the Constitution is to be held su-
preme. 

Second, they’re going to have to de-
cide, does the President of the United 
States have the authority to order any 
court to review any case? 

I hope they rule that he does not be-
cause as Ted Cruz said, the lawyer rep-
resenting the State of Texas tomorrow 
in this death penalty case, it is not the 
providence of the President to say 
what the law is or is not. If this Presi-
dent’s assertion of authority is upheld 
in this case, it opens the door for enor-
mous mischief from Presidents of ei-
ther party. What might these Presi-
dents be inclined to do if they had the 
power to flick State laws off the books? 

It’s a big deal. Separation of powers. 
The judicial branch is independent of 
the administration, of the executive 
branch. The executive branch has no 
authority over the judicial branch. 

And the third issue, and most impor-
tantly, is should this case be reversed 
because the defendant, according to the 
World Court, should have had the abil-
ity to talk to his consulate or not? 

Texas courts, and even Federal 
courts have found that he gave up that 
right if he had a right by not ever ob-
jecting at the trial. 

Meanwhile, this defendant has been 
on death row longer than these two 
girls were alive. Justice must be pro-
vided for the victims of this crime, and 
this horrible case should be upheld by 
the Supreme Court. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

WATER CRISIS IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, after 
the administration promised to bring 
liberation to the people of Iraq, they 
have, instead, brought insecurity and 
despair. 

Every day a new report emerges 
about the horrible living conditions in 
Iraq. One of the latest stories comes 
from Missan, a predominantly Shia 
province south of Baghdad. 

Human rights groups and media re-
ports show that there is a shortage of 
safe drinking water, and that very 
shortage may pose a serious health 
risk. Eight agencies have found that 
there is a shortage of chemicals for 
water purification and that many peo-
ple have been forced to take water di-
rectly from the polluted Tigris River. 

The provincial capital, Amarah, 
hasn’t been able to treat its water sup-
ply since early September because they 
lack the treatment chemicals. 

This problem, Mr. Speaker, is further 
complicated by the large number of in-
ternally displaced people arriving each 
and every day. And according to media 
reports, thousands of refugees have ar-
rived from the central and northern 
provinces since February 2006, which 
puts unmitigated pressure on the al-
ready strained water system. 

And according to a U.N. Refugee 
Agency report, the available water sup-
ply only met 60 percent of the needs 1 
year ago. It also stated, ‘‘Rural areas 
rely on drinking water directly from 
the marshes, water that is highly sa-
line, untreated and often contami-
nated.’’ 

Recent studies found that only 5 per-
cent of the houses in the province have 
running water. 60 percent use water 
pumps, and the rest rely on river 
water. Is there any wonder why the 
number of cholera cases are on the 
rise? 

But the news reports only say so 
much. Listen to the local sanitation of-
ficials: ‘‘Mains water has not been puri-
fied since early September as the 
chemicals aren’t available, and the 
only truck carrying the material was 
stolen. 

‘‘Families fear cholera will spread to 
their cities and towns. In Amarah, 
cases of diarrhea have increased by 30 
percent compared to 2 months ago. 

There hasn’t been a proper sanitation 
system in Missan since before the inva-
sion of 2003. Many districts have poor 
sanitation facilities, and one can smell 
the stench of open sewers kilometers 
away. In some areas of the province, 
supposedly drinkable water is being 
mixed with sewage effluent and fami-
lies have no option but to drink unsafe 
water. 

Mr. Speaker, we are spending $2 bil-
lion a week in Iraq, and we cannot pro-
vide for the most basic needs like safe 
drinking water. This makes one wonder 
if the funds are being misdirected, and 
it makes us wonder if our administra-
tion just can’t show any leadership on 
humanitarian projects. It is simply dis-
graceful. 

We should help the Iraqi people by 
giving them back their country, and 
then we should work with our inter-
national partners to help the Iraqis re-
build their physical and economic in-
frastructure. And we should ensure 
that the Iraqi people have all they need 
to survive: clean water, food, elec-
tricity, schools, jobs, and a secure fu-
ture. 

These life and death problems are not 
going to be solved at the point of a 
gun. Putting our brave men and women 
in uniform on the front lines of a civil 
war isn’t helping. 

I urge my colleagues to join together 
to support proposals that bring our 
troops and military contractors home 
and rededicate ourselves to the ongoing 
humanitarian crisis in Iraq. 

It is past time for responsible foreign 
policy. It is time to bring our troops 
home now. 

b 2000 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

THE ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the last few 
days have brought terrific news for 
American workers and taxpayers. 
Today, the markets closed at new 
record highs. The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average closed at 14,164; the S&P at 
1,565. 

Last week the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics released new jobs figures: 110,000 
jobs created in September. September 
2007, is the 49th consecutive month of 
job growth, setting a new record for 
the longest uninterrupted expansion of 
the U.S. labor market. Since August 
2003, our economy has created more 
than 8.1 million jobs, and the unem-
ployment rate remains low at 4.7 per-
cent. 

We also learned last week that the 
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Of-
fice said the Federal deficit came in at 
$161 billion for the just-completed fis-
cal year, down significantly from last 
year’s deficit of $248 billion. 

The Wall Street Journal editorial 
board noted today that ‘‘since 2004 def-
icit spending has tumbled by $251 bil-
lion, which is one of the most rapid 3- 
year declines in U.S. history. The def-
icit as a share of the economy is down 
to 1.2 percent or about half the average 
of the last 50 years.’’ A deficit at 1.2 
percent share of the economy. In the 
words of the Associated Press, ‘‘The 
fiscal picture is the best it’s been since 
2001.’’ 

Taken together, this shows the 
American economy remains strong, a 
strength derived from the hard work of 
the American people and Republican 
pro-growth, low-tax policies. 

But as sure as the sun is going to rise 
in the morning and set in the evening, 
House Democrats are going to do their 
best to jeopardize our economic growth 
through higher taxes and spending in-
creases. The Wall Street Journal 
warned this morning that the Demo-
crat ‘‘Congress is already gearing up to 
splurge again, with its $35 billion ex-
pansion in the children’s health pro-
gram, a $286 billion 5-year farm bill, $23 
billion in water projects, and $22 billion 
more in non-defense discretionary 
spending. Combine this blowout with 
slowing revenue growth due to the 
housing recession, and the deficit may 
not fall again in 2008. This is all the 
more reason for President Bush to fi-
nally use his veto pen on spending 
bills.’’ 
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And that’s just spending. Democrats 

continue to treat higher tax as a cure- 
all. Frustrated by their inability to 
choke of funds for our troops in harm’s 
way, last week top Democrats on the 
Appropriations Committee proposed a 
$150 billion war tax. This is just the 
latest. Consider some of the recent 
Democrat tax hike proposals: 

A 50 cent increase per gallon of Fed-
eral gas tax hike from the Energy and 
Commerce Committee chairman. A 5- 
cent increase per gallon of Federal gas 
tax hike from the Transportation Com-
mittee chairman. A massive $392.5 bil-
lion tax increase on middle-class fami-
lies in their fiscal year 2008 budget. 
More than $15 billion in new energy 
taxes passed in July that will raise gas-
oline prices on consumers. A $7.5 bil-
lion tax increase in their farm bill 
which threatens 5.1 million American 
jobs and greater investment in the U.S. 

It seems every time they propose to 
raise taxes, the deficit falls to historic 
lows. Each time they refuse to rein in 
spending, job creation breaks a new 
record. Each time they refuse to live 
up to their promise of fiscal responsi-
bility, the stock market closes at 
record highs. 

That’s bad news for Democrats and 
terrific news for the American people. 

Let’s support the Republican policies 
that have made this success possible 
and let us see it continue. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARGUERITE FREE-
MAN, TEACHER OF TRUTH AND 
LOVING ENCOURAGER TO CHIL-
DREN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, this last Sunday one of America’s 
grandest ladies turned 97 years old. 
And tonight it is a sincere privilege for 
me to stand here in this well to speak 
a few words of heartfelt tribute to a 
woman whose impact on three genera-
tions of children will be felt in the 
human family I believe even after this 
Chamber is dust. 

I knew this special lady as Mrs. Free-
man. Four decades have passed since I 
gathered my belongings as a fourth 
grader and left the warmth and safety 
of her classroom for the very last time. 
As we all reflect on our childhood, I 
suppose each of us has that one teacher 
in our memory who affected our lives 
more than any other. My memory of 
her is always that of a truly warm and 
elegant lady who completely personi-
fied class, dignity, and grace. 

Mrs. Freeman was the model teacher 
that I believe every teacher truly as-

pires to be. She made books come alive 
in class. She made every lesson excit-
ing, every life was important. She 
made us realize that each of us had an 
important part to play that only we 
could play. This gracious lady encour-
aged us to pursue a standard of integ-
rity simply by the way she lived. And 
in those times when we disappointed 
her, Mr. Speaker, she never failed to 
correct us truthfully but gently, and 
she was always willing to forgive us 
and to affirm that we were fully re-
stored in her eyes. 

While there were so many ways that 
the guidance of Mrs. Freeman prepared 
me for life, perhaps the greatest gift I 
ever received from her and have carried 
with me through all these years was 
that of her words of encouragement. I 
may never have come to this Chamber 
at all, Mr. Speaker, without some of 
the soul-lifting things that she said to 
me. And I am convinced that not a day 
goes by that I am not affected by those 
words. 

And I can say to you, Mr. Speaker, 
that not a day ever went by in her class 
that did not include a moment when 
Mrs. Freeman looked into the eyes of 
one of her students and, with a warm 
smile and a loving wink, she would 
utter those simple words ‘‘You can do 
it.’’ I know without a doubt that mine 
was only one of hundreds of lives that 
were changed forever by those magnifi-
cent words, not only because they em-
powered and encouraged but because 
we each knew that she meant those 
words from the depth and core of her 
soul. 

There were many other lessons she 
left us with that I have greatly cher-
ished on this road to the United States 
Congress. When one of us would be left 
out, she would come along beside us 
and encourage us with that authen-
tically gracious and generous spirit 
that characterized her life. When my 
home burned down, Mr. Speaker, tak-
ing nearly every material belonging I 
had, including my school books, and 
leaving me feeling a little lost, it was 
Mrs. Freeman that reminded me that 
God had spared all of my family and 
that the rest really didn’t matter. And 
I knew then and I know now more than 
ever that she was so very right. 

She also taught me through school 
plays just to speak my lines sincerely 
from my heart, and I seek to do that 
even tonight, Mr. Speaker. Few gifts 
could have served me better over these 
many years. 

When I first ran for the United States 
Congress, this sweet lady made the trip 
to attend one of the major events sup-
porting my candidacy. She made a 
campaign contribution and included a 
note that ended with those words, 
‘‘You can do it.’’ 

But a narrow loss in that election, 
Mr. Speaker, was a deep disappoint-
ment. And still I received a letter from 
her shortly afterward, and once again 
she offered hope and encouragement 
that I will cherish as long as I live. But 
it was her last five words that I re-

member most. They were the hallmark 
phrase of Marguerite Freeman, teacher 
of truth and loving encourager to chil-
dren. Her letter closed with those 
words, ‘‘You can still do it.’’ 

Mother Theresa once said, ‘‘Kind 
words can be short and easy to speak, 
but their echoes are endless.’’ Mr. 
Speaker, if Mrs. Freeman could be here 
in this Chamber tonight, I would say to 
her something like this: that words fail 
me to express the loving impact that 
you have had on my life and so many 
others. And I truly believe that this 
generation and many generations to 
come will inherit the beauty and leg-
acy of those endless echoes of your en-
couragement that you cast into the 
hearts of so many of those children 
whose priceless gift it was to call you 
teacher. Beloved and gallant lady, may 
God bless you forever. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE 
HONORABLE JO ANN DAVIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise this evening to pay trib-
ute to our fallen colleague, the Honor-
able JO ANN DAVIS, Member of Con-
gress from the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. Let me, first of all, offer my 
deepest sympathy to her family and to 
acknowledge the special role that Con-
gresswoman DAVIS had in this body. 

She was a veteran legislator, a busi-
ness woman, and a Member of Congress 
from Virginia’s First District. She was 
the first Virginia Republican woman 
elected to the House in her own right, 
and she was the second woman from 
Virginia to be elected in the United 
States Congress. 

More importantly, she loved the 
work. She loved this House and loved 
America. As a member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, Intel-
ligence, and Foreign Affairs Commit-
tees, she was diligent in her work. I am 
reminded of her participation in the 
Women’s Caucus. The caucus was bi-
partisan. We had many opportunities, 
as women Members of the United 
States House, to sit together to study 
issues, particularly health issues, the 
way a number of diseases impacted 
women. We were able to gather to-
gether to sponsor legislation that par-
ticularly focused on enhanced research 
on diseases that impacted women nega-
tively. 

I am reminded of the leadership of a 
former colleague also recently de-
ceased, Congresswoman Juanita 
Millender-McDonald, who organized 
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